
Texas Symbols 
 
Objectives: Students recognize literary devices such as flashback, foreshadowing, 
and symbolism; Students are able to select and use different forms of writing for 
specific purposes such as to inform, persuade, or entertain; Students search out 
multiple texts to complete research reports and projects. 
 
Lesson Overview: Students will conduct research on symbols and Texas based on 
predetermined websites. Students will brainstorm in groups to come up with their 
survey topics. Based on the results of the survey, they will write a persuasive 
argument as to why their symbol should be the official symbol of Texas.  
 
Materials Needed: 

• Computer Lab with Internet access 
 http://www.easttexasguide.com 
 http://www.lsjunction.com 
 http://www.senate.state.tx.us/kids/matching.htm 
 http://www.photohouston.com/Texas_symbols/texas_symbols.html 
 http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/states/texas/ 
 http://www.lsjunction.com/midi/songs.htm 
 http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/edu/texas/txsymbl.htm 
 http://www.lsjunction.com/flower.htm  
 http://www.senate.state.tx.us/CHBook/Facts.htm 

• Inspiration 
• Microsoft Word 
• Printer 
• Projector 

 
Detailed Procedures: 

1. Show the Symbols.ppt presentation, involving the students in discussion 
about the different symbols and what they mean. Give the students time to 
come up with their own definition of symbolism and how it is used to 
communicate.  

2. Group students together. Using Inspiration, students will brainstorm to think 
of all of the characteristics of Texas that makes it unique from any other 
state. Remind them that brainstorming involves stating anything that pops 
into their head, whether it is right or wrong. A “wrong” idea may lead them to 
the best idea.   

3. Have a spokesperson from each group read their ideas, as the teacher lists 
them on the screen. Make it available for each student (online or printed). 

4. Group the students differently. This time they will think of symbols of which 
they identify Texas with. Again remind them that there is no wrong answer.  

5. Have a spokesperson from each group read them aloud to the class while the 
teacher lists them on the screen. Tell the students that you would like them 
to add to this list over the remainder of this assignment. At its completion, 
the teacher will create an Inspiration file for the students to use in step 8. 

6. Demonstrate to the students where they can find the websites to research 
from. Also, demonstrate to them how to save the URL/website address for 
them to document where they find additional information.  

7. Direct students to the list of websites for them to use to research information 
about symbols and Texas. As they find symbols, they should conduct further 
research into the historical background of the symbol. They may use a search 
engine to do this.  
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8. Students should find the Symbols Inspiration file that they collectively 
created. The file will already have a list of symbols, each fitting into it’s own 
shape, in the left hand column. In a new shape, students should list words 
that they associate with that symbol. Have them draw another shape for each 
symbol and leave it empty (see example below). Students should print their 
finished page. 
 

 
 

9. Students will use the printed Symbols page to conduct a survey. As the 
teacher you can decide whether they conduct it at lunch, on another class, or 
in class. The students should ask for students to rank the top 5 symbols that 
they associate with Texas reminding them to read the words as well as the 
symbols. They can write their rank in the empty shape next to the symbol.  

10. Based on this survey, students should be able to pick one symbol that they 
think best represents Texas. Students will use their previous research to 
begin, and may need to do some additional research to find historical data. 

11. Using Microsoft Word, students will write five paragraphs. The first two 
paragraphs will describe their symbol in detail (include historical facts if 
appropriate). The next two paragraphs will be persuasive, detailing why the 
student believes that his/her chosen symbol should be the official symbol of 
Texas. The last paragraph is a closing paragraph. Students should include an 
image of the symbol from the Internet, and place it in the first paragraph with 
the text wrapping around it. Students need to cite sources using the MLA 
style. Once the paper has been proofread by a peer, the student should print 
the paper. 

 
Enrichment Activities: Students can prepare a PowerPoint presentation containing 
the historical data of their symbol. Using the PowerPoint and their persuasive 
paragraphs, they can present their case to the class.  
 
 


